
   
     Satellite image with enhanced low cloud-top temperatures (degrees C) for 7:15 a.m. EDT (NOAA)

Agricultural Weather Highlights - Friday - December 19, 2003
C In the West, mild, dry weather favors late-autumn fieldwork, following a recent period of beneficial

precipitation that aided Northwestern winter grains and boosted Western snow packs.

C On the Plains, mild, breezy weather is melting winter wheat’s protective snow cover across northern and
central portions of the region.  Meanwhile on the southern Plains, mild, dry weather is maintaining stress
on pastures and winter wheat.

C In the Corn Belt, cold, breezy conditions and snow showers persist downwind of the Great Lakes, while
mild, dry weather is overspreading the upper Midwest.

C In the South, mild weather is returning to areas from the Delta westward.  Meanwhile, increasingly cool
conditions prevail in the Southeast.  Cool December weather in Florida’s citrus belt has helped to condition
trees for potential cold outbreaks.

Outlook:  A disturbance will bring light snow to the southern Mid-Atlantic region today, while snow showers
will blanket the central and southern Appalachians.  During the weekend, cold, dry weather will prevail in the
East.  On Sunday morning, a generally minor freeze may affect areas as far south as interior sections of central
Florida.  In contrast, warm, dry weather will cover the Plains, while wet weather will return to the Pacific
Northwest and northern California.  By early next week, rain and snow will spread across the Rockies and
onto the central Plains.  The NWS 6- to 10-day outlook for December 24-28 calls for warmer-than-normal
weather across the majority of the U.S.  Below-normal temperatures will be confined to parts of the South. 
Wetter-than-normal weather is expected across the East and the West, while below-normal precipitation is
forecast in the Rockies, Plains, and Mississippi Valley.

Contact: Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397)
Web Site: http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf/AgWxHighlights/TODAYSWX.PDF


